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Su p.;rficial, »Shall.ow-Pres's

Editor: Several New York
Times syndicated articles on the
Salvadoran rebels appearing in
The Sun prompt this writer to
protest that they represent shal-
low, superficial reporting. They
are probably as misleading asthe
Times coverage of the Cuban
revolution, by their “Man in
Havana,” Herbert Matthews.

Most  Americans, including
many news media people, know
little about Latin Ameriea and

i care even less, It was partially -
~ for that reason and because we

usually root for the underdog that
S0 many of us misread Castro’s
intent. And Cuba is Jjust 90 miles
from our shore. EI Salvador is

{ much more remote,

We should recall that the
Times reports on Castro by Mr.
Matthews, who was with him in
the Sierra Maestra mountains,
led U.S. opinion to favor Fidel. At
the time, when US. Intelligence
reports showed otherwise. the
Times presented the guerrillas
as the good guys fighting for na.
tional Tiberation and democracy.
Some Tiberation! Sorms democra-
cy! The Times should have
known better, Matthews had cov-
ered the Spanish Civil War from
the leftist Republican side, where
ke had ar:-'2 cpportunity to ob-
serve the - wchinations of the
Commuci. ,. . »

Present Soverage of Latin
America by US. correspondents
very often favors leftist causes,
while ignoring that Communist

while ignoring that Communist
totalitarian governments invarij-
ably violate everyone’s human
rights. While this is not to say
that Latin American authoritari-
an dictatorships are respectful of

" such rights,’ they are generally

more susceptible to being influ-

" enced to govern in a more benign

manner by world opinion. i
" Having spent the better part of
a decade in Latin America, work-
ing for the U.S. State Department
and dealing directly with the pub-
lic and the news media, this
“Writer feels more secure in 3

cep_ting US. mtelligence esti-
mates of the Salvadoran situation

an _tne evaluafions of Iibera
Us. reporters, who are often na.

Ive and lack ex rience in that
part of the worlé. And Tam Just

as concerned over violations of
human rights as is the liberal
Rews media—but better aware of
the realities of politics in coun-
tries where democracy is poorly

- understood by the masses,

Hopefully, representative,
democratic  governments will
evolve in all of Latin America,
but it will never happen under
communism. Cuba is a typical ex-

_ ample.

Let’s not be snookered into
supporting the wrong side in Ej
Salvador, as we were in the cases
of Cuba and Nicaragua. We de-

" Serve in-depth, balanced report-

E3

~ ing irom the news media.

Gil Crandall.
Annapolis, i
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